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MICHELE LONG-VICKERS DUWAINE WALKER
President Executive Vice President
Dear CWA Members:

CWA Local 1040 is excited to provide our second annual educational scholarship pamphlet to
you. The Local 1040 Education Committee has worked diligently to create this publication, which
includes tools for writing scholarship essays, a guide on transitional phrases to assist scholarship

applicants in the writing process, and access to dozens of scholarships throughout the enclosed
embedded web-based links.

Local 1040 is an avid supporter of education attainment. We encourage our members to pursue
their educational goals and provide various annual scholarship opportunities for our members and
their families through the Carolyn C. Wade Memorial Scholarship Fund. Additionally, our CWA
National Office awards several annual scholarships, valued at $4,000, through the Joe Beirne
Scholarship. Lastly, through our Union Plus Program, which is exclusive to union members, we
offer free college programs and other scholarship opportunities.

The Local recognizes the importance of education in reducing poverty and creating sustainable
generational change. As the cost of education continues to rise, we are happy to offer support to
students. Let’s come together to celebrate and support our members and their families as they
pursue these valuable opportunities.

In Solidarity,

Michele Long-Vickers Duwaine Walker
President Executive Vice President
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SCHOLARSHIP WRITING
TIPS AND MATERIALS

Be Authentic

More than any other consideration, you should choose a topic or point of view that is consistent with who
you truly are. Readers can sense when writers are inauthentic.

Inauthenticity could mean the use of overly flowery language that no one would ever use in conversation, or
it could mean choosing an inconsequential topic that reveals very little about who you are.

Use your own voice, sense of humor, and a natural way of speaking.

Whatever subject you choose, make sure it's something that’s genuinely important to you and not a subject
you’ve chosen just to impress. You can write about a specific experience, hobby, or personality quirk that
illustrates your strengths, but also feel free to write about your weaknesses.

Honesty about traits, situations, or a childhood background that you are working to improve may resonate
with the reader more strongly than a glib victory speech.

Grab the Reader from the Start

You'll be competing with so many other applicants for an admission officer’s attention.

Therefore, start your essay with an opening sentence or paragraph that immediately seizes the imagination.
This might be a bold statement, a thoughtful quote, a question you pose, or a descriptive scene.

Starting your essay in a powerful way with a clear thesis statement can often help you along in the writing
process. If your task is to tell a good story, a bold beginning can be a natural prelude to getting there,
serving as a roadmap, engaging the reader from the start, and presenting the purpose of your writing.

Focus on Deeper Themes

Some essay writers think they will impress committees by loading an essay with facts, figures, and
descriptions of activities, like wins in sports or descriptions of volunteer work. But that’s not the point.
College admissions officers are interested in learning more about who you are as a person and what makes
you tick.

They want to know what has brought you to this stage in life. They want to read about realizations you may
have come to through adversity as well as your successes, not just about how many games you won while
on the soccer team or how many people you served at a soup kitchen.

Let the reader know how winning the soccer game helped you develop as a person, friend, family member,
or leader. Make a connection with your soup kitchen volunteerism and how it may have inspired your
educational journey and future aspirations. What did you discover about yourself?

Show Don’t Tell

As you expand on whatever theme you've decided to explore in your essay, remember to show, don't tell.
The most engaging writing “shows” by setting scenes and providing anecdotes, rather than just providing a
list of accomplishments and activities.

Reciting a list of activities is also boring. An admissions officer will want to know about the arc of your
emotional journey too.

www.cwa1040.org
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Try Doing Something Different

If you want your essay to stand out, think about approaching your subject from an entirely new perspective.
While many students might choose to write about their wins, for instance, what if you wrote an essay about
what you learned from all your losses? If you are an especially talented writer, you might play with the
element of surprise by crafting an essay that leaves the response to a question to the very last sentence.
You may want to stay away from well-worn themes entirely, like a sports-related obstacle or success,
volunteer stories, immigration stories, moving, a summary of personal achievements or overcoming
obstacles. However, such themes are popular for a reason. They represent the totality of most people’s lives
coming out of high school. Therefore, it may be less important to stay away from these topics than to take a
fresh approach.

Write With the Reader in Mind

Writing for the reader means building a clear and logical argument in which one thought flows naturally from
another. Use transitions between paragraphs. Think about any information you may have left out that the
reader may need to know. Are there ideas you have included that do not help illustrate your theme?

Be sure you can answer questions such as: Does what you have written make sense? Is the essay
organized? Does the opening grab the reader? Is there a strong ending? Have you given enough
background information? Is it wordy?

Write Several Drafts

Set your essay aside for a few days and come back to it after you've had some time to forget what you've
written. Often, you’ll discover you have a whole new perspective that enhances your ability to make
revisions. Start writing months before your essay is due to give yourself enough time to write multiple drafts.
A good time to start could be as early as the summer before your senior year when homework and
extracurricular activities take up less time.

Read It Aloud

Weriter’s tip
Reading your essay aloud can instantly uncover passages that sound clumsy, long-winded, or false.

Don’t Repeat

If you’'ve mentioned an activity, story, or anecdote in some other part of your application, don’t repeat it
again in your essay. Your essay should tell college admissions officers something new. Whatever you write
in your essay should be in philosophical alignment with the rest of your application.

Also, be sure you've answered whatever question, or prompt may have been posed to you at the outset.

Ask Others to Read Your Essay

Be sure the people you ask to read your essay represent different demographic groups—a teacher, a parent,
even a younger sister or brother. Ask each reader what they took from the essay and listen closely to what
they have to say. If anyone expresses confusion, revise until the confusion is cleared up.

www.cwa1040.org


http://www.cwa1040.org/
https://summer.harvard.edu/high-school-programs/
https://summer.harvard.edu/high-school-programs/

Pay Attention to Form

Although there are often no strict word limits for college essays, most essays are shorter rather than longer.
Common App, which students can use to submit to multiple colleges, suggests that essays stay at about
650 words. “While we won't as a rule stop reading after 650 words, we cannot promise that an overly wordy
essay will hold our attention for as long as you’d hoped it would,” the Common App website states.

In reviewing other technical aspects of your essay, be sure that the font is readable, that the margins are
properly spaced, that any dialogue is set off properly, and that there is enough spacing at the top. Your
essay should look clean and inviting to readers.

End Your Essay With a “Kicker”

In journalism, a kicker is the last punchy line, paragraph, or section that brings everything together.

It provides a lasting impression that leaves the reader satisfied and impressed by the points you have
artfully woven throughout your piece.

So, here’s our kicker: Be concise and coherent, engage in honest self-reflection, and include vivid details
and anecdotes that deftly illustrate your point.

While writing a fantastic essay may not guarantee you get selected, it can tip the balance in your favor if
admissions officers are considering a candidate with a similar GPA and background.

Write, revise, revise again, and good luck!

Found on: https://summer.harvard.edu/blog/12-strategies-to-writing-the-perfect-college-essay

www.cwa1040.org
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As a "part of speech"” transition words are used to link words, phrases or sentences. They help the reader to progress from one idea (expressed by the

Transition Words

author) to the next idea. Thus, they help to build up coherent relationships within the text.

I Transitional Words

This structured list of commonly used English transition words — approximately 200, can be considered as quasi complete. It can be used
(by students and teachers alike) to find the right expression. English transition words are essential, since they not only connect ideas,
but also can introduce a certain shift, contrast or opposition, emphasis or agreement, purpose, result or conclusion, etc. in the line of

argument.

The transition words and phrases have been assigned only once to somewhat artificial categories, although some words belong to

more than one category.

There is some overlapping with » prepositions and postpositions, but for the purpose of usage and completeness of this concise

guide, | did not differentiate.

AGREEMENT / ADDITION / SIMILARITY

The transition words like also, in addition, and, likewise, add information, reinforce ideas, and express agreement with preceding material.

in the first place
not only ... but also
as a matter of fact
in like manner

in addition

coupled with

in the same fashion / way
first, second, third
in the light of

not to mention

to say nothing
equally important
by the same token

again
to
and
also
then
equally
identically
uniquely
like
as
too

moreover
as well as
together with

of course
likewise
comparatively
correspondingly
similarly
furthermore
additionally

OPPOSITION / LIMITATION / CONTRADICTION

Transition phrases like but, rather and or, express that there is evidence to the contrary or point out alternatives, and thus introduce a change the

line of reasoning (contrast).

although this may be true
in contrast
different from

of course ..., but
on the other hand
on the contrary
at the same time
in spite of

even so / though
be that as it may
then again

above all

in reality

after all

but

(and) still
unlike

or

(and) yet
while

albeit
besides

as much as
even though

although
instead
whereas
despite
conversely
otherwise
however
rather
nevertheless
nonetheless
regardless
notwithstanding
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CAUSE / CONDITION / PURPOSE

These transitional phrases present specific conditions or intentions.

In the event that
granted (that)

as / so long as

on (the) condition (that)
for the purpose of
with this intention
with this in mind
in the hope that

to the end that

for fear that

in order to

seeing / being that
in view of

EXAMPLES / SUPPORT / EMPHASIS

These transitional devices (like especially) are used to introduce examples as support, to indicate importance or as an illustration so that an idea is

cued to the reader.

in other words

to put it differently
for one thing

as an illustration

in case of

for this reason

to put it another way
that is to say

with attention to

by all means

important to realize
another key point

first thing to remember
most compelling evidence
must be remembered
point often overlooked

to point out

on the positive side

on the negative side

with this in mind

If
... then
unless

when
whenever
while

because of
as

since
while

lest

notably
including
like

to be sure
namely
chiefly
truly
indeed
certainly
surely
markedly
such as
especially
explicitly
specifically
expressly
surprisingly
frequently

significantly

particularly

in case
provided that
given that
only / even if
so that

So as to
owing to
inasmuch as
due

in fact

in general

in particular
in detail

for example
for instance
to demonstrate
to emphasize
to repeat

to clarify

to explain

to enumerate



EFFECT / CONSEQUENCE / RESULT

Some of these transition words (thus, then, accordingly, consequently, therefore, henceforth) are time words that are used to show that
after a particular time there was a consequence or an effect.

Note that for and because are placed before the cause/reason. The other devices are placed before the consequences or effects.

as a result for consequently

under these circumstances thus therefore

in that case because the thereupon

for this reason then forthwith

in effect hence accordingly
henceforth

CONCLUSION / SUMMARY / RESTATEMENT

These transition words and phrases conclude, summarize and / or restate ideas, or indicate a final general statement. Also some words (like
therefore) from the Effect / Consequence category can be used to summarize.

as can be seen after all by and large
generally speaking in fact to sum up
in the final analysis in summary on the whole
all things considered in conclusion in any event
as shown above in short in either case
in the long run in brief all in all
given these points in essence
as has been noted to summarize Obviously
in a word on balance Ultimately
for the most part altogether Definitely

overall

ordinarily

usually

TIME / CHRONOLOGY / SEQUENCE

These transitional words (like finally) have the function of limiting, restricting, and defining time. They can be used either alone or as part of
adverbial expressions.

at the present time after henceforth
from time to time later whenever
sooner or later last eventually
at the same time until meanwhile
up to the present time till further

to begin with since during

in due time then in time

as soon as before prior to

as long as hence forthwith
in the meantime since straightaway
in a moment when

without delay once by the time
in the first place about whenever
all of a sudden next

at this instant now until now
first, second now that
immediately formerly instantly
quickly suddenly presently

finally shortly occasionally



SPACE / LOCATION / PLACE

These transition words are often used as part of adverbial expressions and have the function to restrict, limit or qualify space. Quite a few of these
are also found in the Time category and can be used to describe spatial order or spatial reference.

in the middle here further
to the left/right there beyond
in front of next nearby
on this side where wherever
in the distance from around
here or there over between
in the foreground near before
in the background above alongside
in the center of below amid
down among
adjacent to up beneath
opposite to under beside
behind
across

I List of Transition Words

Transition Words are also sometimes called (or put in the category of) Connecting Words. Please feel free to download them via this link to the category
page:
» Linking Words & Connecting Words as a PDF.

It contains all the transition words listed on this site. The image to the left gives you an impression of what it looks like.

I Usage of Transition Words in Essays

Transition words and phrases are vital devices for essays, papers or other literary compositions. They improve the connections and transitions between
sentences and paragraphs. They thus give the text a logical organization and structure (see also: a » List of Synonyms).

All English transition words and phrases (sometimes also called 'conjunctive adverbs') do the same work as coordinating conjunctions: they
connect two words, phrases or clauses together and thus the text is easier to read, and the coherence is improved.

Usage: transition words are used with a special rule for punctuation: a semicolon or a period is used after the first 'sentence’, and a comma is
almost always used to set off the transition word from the second 'sentence

Example 1:
People use 43 muscles when they frown; however, they use only 28 muscles when
they smiile.

Example 2:

However, transition words can also be placed at the beginning of a new paragraph or
sentence - not only to indicate a step forward in the reasoning, but also to relate the new
material to the preceding thoughts.

Use a semicolon to connect sentences, only if the group of words on either side of the semicolon is a complete sentence each (both must have a
subject and a verb and could thus stand alone as a complete thought).

Are you using WORD for writing professional texts and essays? There are many easy » Windows Shortcuts available which work (almost)
system-wide (e.g. in every program you use).

Many transition words in the time category (consequently; first, second, third; further; hence; henceforth; since; then, when; and whenever)
have other uses.

Except for the numbers (first, second, third) and further they add a meaning of time in expressing conditions, qualifications, or reasons. The
numbers are also used to add information or list examples. Further is also used to indicate added space as well as added time.
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SCHOLARSHIPS

AAUW Lew Williams Scholarship and Leila Sulkes Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/aauw-lew-williams-scholarship-and-leila-sulkes-

scholarship#

Access Scholarships
http://accessscholarships.com

ACS
https://www.acs.org/content/acs/en/funding-and-awards/scholarships/acsscholars.html

Amazon Future Engineer
https://www.amazonfutureengineer.com

American Indian College Fund
http://collegefund.org

Best New Jersey Scholarships
https://www.collegerank.net

Blinn College
https://www.blinn.edu

Bold Scholarship
https://bold.org/scholarships/by-type/easy-scholarships/

BPWSOC Voice of Working Women Education/Equipment Scholarship -
Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/bpwsoc-voice-of-working-women-education-
equipment-scholarship#

Brave of Heart Scholarship
https://learnmore.scholarsapply.org/braveoftheart/
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Camden County Hero Scholarships - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/camden-county-hero-scholarships

Career One Stop
https://www.careeronestop.org

Carthage College
https://www.carthage.edu

Cascadia College
https://www.cascadia.edu

Century College
https://www.century.edu

Charlie Schulz Memorial Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/charlie-schulz-memorial-scholarship#

Clovis Community College
https://www.cloviscollege.edu

Coca-Cola Scholars Foundation
https://www.coca-colascholarsfoundation.org/apply

College Board
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org

College Xpress
https://www.collegexpress.com

College Grants
https://www.collegegrants.org

CollegeNET.com Scholarship Recipients Menu
https://www.applyweb.com/elect/index.ftl
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Community College of Philadelphia
https://www.ccp.edu

Community Foundation of New Jersey
http://ctnj.org

Concordia College
http://www.concordiacollege.edu

Dr. Omega Logan Silva Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/dr-omega-logan-silva-scholarship

Eastern Florida State University
https://www.easternflorida.edu

El Camino College
http://www.elcamino.edu

Fast Web
http://www.fastweb.com

Federal Student Aid
http://studentaid.gov

Fighting Student Dept
https://bold.org

Finaid
http://finaid.org

Find Exclusive Scholarships for Free | Only On Bold.org | Bold.org
https://bold.org/applicants/?adgroupid=1312818372252928&utm campaign=423540277&utm source=bi
ng&utm_medium=cpc&utm_content=&utm_term=local%20scholarships&hsa_acc=2705994872&hsa ca
m=423540277&hsa_grp=1312818372252928&hsa_ad=&hsa_src=o&hsa tgt=kwd-82051956976896:loc-
4113&hsa _kw=local%?20scholarships&hsa mt=p&hsa net=adwords&hsa ver=3&msclkid=47d3031b2d
5e¢148dfalb65f7beleceadl
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Find Scholarships for College
http://www.scholarships.com
https://www.niche.com/colleges/scholarships

Forman Scholars Program - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/forman-scholars-program#

Fort Lewis College
http://www.fortlewis.edu

Fox Valley Technical College
http://www.fvtc.edu

Front Range Community College
http://www.frontrange.edu

GAfutures
http://www.gafutures.org

Georgetown College
http://www.georgetowncollege.edu

Going Merry
https://www.goingmerry.com

Gold Waters Scholarship
https://goldwaterscholarship.gov/

Harper College
https://www.harpercollege.edu

Harvard College
https://college.harvard.edu

Hearts for Community Service - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/hearts-for-community-service#
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Hellenic University Club of Philadelphia Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/hellenic-university-club-of-philadelphia-scholarship#

Henderson State University
http://www.hsu.edu

Hendrix College
http://www.hendrix.edu

Herb it Forward Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/herb-it-forward-scholarship#

Hispanic Scholarship Fund
http://www.hsf.net

Hope Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/hope-scholarship#

Illinois Student Assistance Commission
http://www.isac.org

Jack Kent Cook
https://www.jkcf.org/our-scholarships/college-scholarship-program

Jessamine S. Henderson Foundation Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/jessamine-s-henderson-foundation-scholarship#

Jimmy Rane Foundation Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/jimmy-rane-foundation-scholarship#

Joe Beirne Scholarship Program | Communications Workers of America

https://cwa-union.org/pages/beirne

Joliet Junior College
http://jjc.edu
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Judy Corman Memorial Scholarship and Internship from Scholastic - Scholarships.com

https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/judy-corman-memorial-scholarship-and-internship-

from-scholastic

Knox College
http://www.knox.edu

Lakeshore Technical College
http://gotoltc.edu

Landmark College
http://www.landmark.edu

Lane Community College
http://www.lanecc.edu

Loras College
http://loras.edu

Macomb Community College
http://www.macomb.edu

Madison College Foundation
http://www.supportmadisoncollege.org

Marietta College
http://www.marietta.edu

Mitchell Community College
http://www.mitchellcc.edu

Montgomery College
http://www.montgomerycollege.edu

Moorpark College
http://www.moorparkcollege.edu
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MyCAA Scholarship — Bing — Med Certify
https://mycaa.medcertify.com/mycaa-bing/?msclkid=9f6bc89593531¢292374ae785d713316

Nacca Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/nacca-scholarship#

Navy Scholarship
http://www.navy.com

NBCC Garden State Master's Counseling Initiative Fellowship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/nbcc-garden-state-masters-counseling-initiative-

fellowship#

New Jersey Educational Opportunity Fund - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/new-jersey-educational-opportunity-fund#

New Jersey Scholarships
https://www.scholarships.com/financial-aid/college-scholarships/scholarship-
directory/residence-state/new-jersey

New Jersey Survivor Tuition Benefits Program - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/new-jersey-survivor-tuition-benefits-program

New Jersey Tuition Aid Grant - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/new-jersey-tuition-aid-grant#

New York Women in Communications Scholarships - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/new-york-women-in-communications-scholarships

Niche
http://www.niche.com

Numerous Scholarships
https://scholarships360.org/scholarships/easy-scholarships-to-apply-for/

P& G Good Every Day
https://www.pggoodeveryday.com/tide-scholarship
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Posse Foundation Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/posse-foundation-scholarship#

Princeton Prize in Race Relations (PPRR) - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/princeton-prize-in-race-relations-pprr

Rider University
http://www.rider.edu

Roothbert Fund Scholarships - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/roothbert-fund-scholarships#

Rose State College and RSC Foundation Scholarships
http://www.rose.edu

ROTC Scholarships
http://www.goarmy.com

Rowan University Opportunity Program - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/rowan-university-opportunity-program#

Rutgers University
http://admissions.rutgers.edu

Saint Paul College
http://www.saintpaul.edu

Sallie Mae
http://www.salliemae.com

Samuel A. Green Scholarship Program - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/samuel-a-green-scholarship-program#

San Joaquin Delta College
http://www.deltacollege.edu
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Scholarships
https://www.forabrightfuturefoundation.org/studentscholarships

Scholarships 360
http://scholarships360.org

Scholarships | Admissions | Rowan University
https://admissions.rowan.edu/financing-

education/scholarships.html?msclkid=30a4{fb00f7ce14cb8b259ded39ec93b2ity

Scholarships, Loans, and Loan Repayment for Rural Health Professions Overview - Rural Health

Information Hub
https://www.ruralhealthinfo.org/topics/scholarships-loans-loan-repayment

Scholarships | NAACP
https://naacp.org/find-resources/scholarships-awards-internships/scholarships

Scholarship Owl
http://scholarshipowl.com

Scholly Scholarships
http://www.myscholly.com

Schoolcraft College
http://www.schoolcraft.edu

Shoreline Community College
http://www.shoreline.edu

South Seattle College
http://www.southseattle.edu

Springfield College
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http://springfield.edu

Suny Westchester Community College
http://www.sunywcc.edu

The American Legion
http://www.legion.org

The College of New Jersey
http://financialaid.tcnj.edu

The Jacob Pierri Memorial Scholarship Fund - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/the-jacob-pierri-memorial-scholarship-fund#

The Match Scholarship
http://www.questbridge.org

The National Society of High School Scholars
http://www.nshss.org

The University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill
http://studentaid.unc.edu

Tidewater Community College
http://www.tcc.edu

Top 40 Christian Scholarships in September 2024 — Scholarships 360
https://scholarships360.org/scholarships/christian-scholarships/

Triton College
http://www.triton.edu

TRSRM Foundation Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/trsrm-foundation-scholarship#
UNCEF Scholarships

http://uncf.org
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Union Plus Scholarships for Union Members and Their Children | Union Plus
https://www.unionplus.org/benefits/education/union-plus-scholarships

University of Phoenix

https://www.phoenix.edu/info/carn-

more.html?channel=srch&mktg prog=national&keyword=accredited%200online%20college&user2=nonb
rand&pvp campaign=160126 4887 9 95&provider=bing&s kwcid=AL!11308!3!!b!!o!!laccredited%20
online%?20college&aid=8064917683&cid=396526614&adgid=1252344303020937 &msclkid=06ca23b45
c5411a882¢64542dd36055b&gclid=06ca23b45¢5411a882¢64542dd36055b& gelsre=3p.ds&utm_source=
bing&utm medium=cpc&utm campaign=!College%200nline%20RS&utm term=accredited%20online

%20college&utm_content=College%20-%200nline%20Accredited

Walmart
http://corporate.walmart.com

WCC Continuing Education Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/wcec-continuing-education-scholarship#

Western Governors College
http://www.weu.edu

Zakat Foundation Community Service Scholarship - Scholarships.com
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/zakat-foundation-community-service-scholarship#
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http://corporate.walmart.com/
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/wcc-continuing-education-scholarship
http://www.wgu.edu/
https://www.scholarships.com/scholarships/zakat-foundation-community-service-scholarship
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